DEVELOPMENT OF PARENT SUBSTITUTES
sort"1. Even in Greece a similar practice does not seem to have
been unusual, for, if we may believe Cornelius Nepos2, no dis-
grace attached to Cimon's marriage with his sister Elpinice,
since his fellow-citizens had the same custom. Among the Jews
too, the prophet Ezekiel* complains of the occurrence of this
form of incest. Primitive customs, it is now generally agreed,
are apt to persist in the case of royal families long after they
have ceased to be observed by the common people; and the
persistent brother and sister marriages among the Ptolemies
of Egypt and the Incas of Peru, as well as the existence of
similar practices among reigning families in primitive peoples
of recent times1, afford further evidence of the former wide-
spread occurrence of brother-sister unions.
On the negative side too,   there is evidence to be gained Repression of,
from the nature of the taboos and institutions  erected against	'
incest. According to Frazer6 the exogamous systems of the
Australian aborigines seem to have originated in the first place
as a means of preventing connections between brother and
sister, the prohibition of marriage between other relatives
having been brought about by subsequent developments and
elaborations of the primitive two class system, instituted for
the purpose of avoiding brother-sister marriages. The abhor-
rence of brother-sister incest is indeed very marked in many
primitive communities, and that this abhorrence represents the
repression of a genuine desire for incest of this kind is shown
by the remarks of travellers that the "avoidances" and other
methods of enforcing the prohibitions are often "very
necessary"6 and by the fact, already referred to, that as soon
as the customary restrictions are relaxed, the otherwise for-
bidden connections are freely indulged in. To this evidence
from anthropology there might be added the scarcely less con-
vincing data from mythology and literature, which has been
4	Sir Gaston   Maspero,   quoted by Miss R. E. White,  " Women in
Ptolemaic Egypt", Journal of Hellenic Studies. 1898, XVffl, 244. Cp. Frazer,
"Adonis, Attis and Osiris." II, 214, who also quotes the above.
* Citnon.
» Ch. XXH, u.
« Cp. e. g. W. Ellis. "Tour through Hawaii," 414.
5	"Totemism and Exogamy," I, 373 ff.
8 See e. g. Frazer, "Totemism and Exogamy," U, 189.
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